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Insurance Company Pays $2M  
Policy Limit for Death of 91-Year-Old
Katheryn hayes tucKer

The children of a 91-year-old man on 
hospice care who died after a wreck have reached a  
$2 million policy limit settlement with the 
insurance carrier for the truck that hit him, 
according to the family’s attorney.

“it was a hard-fought case and one that we 
wanted to try,” said plaintiffs attorney Brandon 
Peak of Butler Wooten cheeley & Peak. “But at 
the end of the day,” Peak said, the defendant “did 
the right thing” in paying the policy limit.

Peak handled the case with John “Buddy” 
Morrison iii of Butler Wooten and Matthew 
hennesy of farrar, hennesy & Tanner in douglas.

The defendant was Penn Millers insurance, 
also known as ace agribusiness, represented 
by Steven Kyle of Bovis, Kyle, Burch & Medlin.  
“it was just a case that needed to be settled,” 
Kyle said.

J.d. Gibbs Sr., a farmer who had been an 
army medic in World War ii, died in november 
2013, two days after the wreck.

Gibbs was driving his pickup on Sledge road 
toward his home in rural Worth county near the 
town of Ty Ty. he had just stopped to talk with 
neighbor Milton Sledge on the driveway of the 
Sledge home, according to the Georgia State 
Patrol Specialized collision reconstruction 
Team report.

Sledge told the troopers that he saw a 
“bobtail” tractor—a tractor-trailer truck without 
a trailer—speed around a curve, lose control and 
hit Gibbs’ pickup. Sledge said Gibbs was driving 
slowly close to the right shoulder as he usually 
did when he went out to visit his neighbors. 
Sledge’ brother told troopers he also saw the 

wreck from his tractor and faulted 
the speeding semi.

Gibbs was airlifted to Macon 
Medical center, where he was 
treated in the intensive care unit. 
he died two days later. Peak said 
Gibbs was conscious and aware of 
his suffering. Up until the wreck, 
Gibbs, whose wife had already 
died, was living independently 
even though he was on hospice 
care for congestive heart failure. 
The suit against the owner of the 
truck, Ty Ty farms, was brought 
by his grandson, administrator of 
his estate, on behalf of Gibbs’ four 
daughters.

The family also made a negligent 
hiring claim against Ty Ty farms, 
alleging the driver should not have 
been allowed to be behind the 
wheel of the truck because he had 
exceeded the company’s limit of 
three moving violations in three 
years. Peak said the driver had 
nine violations, including three for 
speeding more than 20 miles an 
hour over the limit.

Jeffrey Kidd of collision Specialists in 
Gainesville investigated the wreck for the 
plaintiffs and also determined that Gibbs was in 
his lane and the bobtail that hit him was speeding 
and crossed over the center line, Peak said.

Peak said he and hennesy, who originated 
the case, were pleased that “J.d.’s name was 
cleared” and that they were able to “help obtain 
justice for such a fine family.”

The case is Gibbs v. Penn Millers, no. 
14eV001439h. it was first filed in fulton 
county State court and then transferred to 
Worth county.
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