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Five wrongFul death and 12 per-
sonal injury cases, plus four years of 
litigation over a church bus crash, all 
came down to one 6 a.m. phone call.

Brandon Peak of Butler wooten & 
Peak of Atlanta and Columbus was in 
north Carolina preparing for the third 
day of jury selection and opening state-
ments in a trial against South Korea-
based Hankook Tire Co. when he got a 
call with a settlement offer that worked. 

The moment was bittersweet, Peak 
recalled in a conversation this week 
after his firm announced the cases had 
settled for a confidential amount.

“This was a very, very sad, very 
tragic case. There was a lot of emotion 
involved, obviously, for the families,” 
Peak said. “it was nice to help them 
try to close one chapter so they could 
move on with their lives. At the same 
time, we’d been working on this case 
for four years.”

Peak said his team had just fought 
off the second attempt to remove the 
cases to federal court and was finally 
about to present the case. “it became 
clear there was no way out of this jury 
trial,” he said.

Peak worked on the case with David 
rohwedder, Christopher McDaniel 
and rory weeks of Butler wooten & 

Peak, plus ragan Dudley of Homesley, 
gaines, Dudley & Clodfelter of States-
ville, north Carolina. Plaintiffs alleged 
that a defectively designed and manu-
factured Hankook brand tire on the left 
front wheel of the church bus failed and 
caused the crash in october 2013.

The church group was headed home 
to Statesville, north Carolina, after 
attending a Christian jubilee in gatlin-
burg, Tennessee. when the tire blew, 
the bus careened across the median of 
i-40 into the opposite lanes, hitting a 
tractor-trailer and a Chevrolet Tahoe 
Suv. The drivers of the church bus 
and tractor-trailer were killed. one 
of the passengers in the Tahoe was 
also killed. news reports at the time 
showed the tractor-trailer and the 
Suv destroyed and flattened.

“The bus hit that tractor-trailer so 
hard, it spun 180 degrees in the opposite 
direction,” Peak said. “During that pro-
cess, a bunch of folks were ejected.”

T. Steven Har of DlA Piper in new 
York, Hankook’s national counsel, 
emailed the following statement: “Han-
kook Tire appreciates the amicable res-
olution of this matter and understands 
that the settlement is not an acknowl-
edgement of fault. The company sends 
their heartfelt thoughts to everyone 
affected by this tragedy.”

The case is iredell Superior Court 
Civil Action File no. 14-CvS-01873.

Katheryn Hayes Tucker is an 
Atlanta-based reporter covering legal 
news for the Daily Report and other 
ALM  publications.
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The settlement resolves five wrongful death and 12 personal injury cases resulting from the crash of a church 
bus that was headed home to Statesville, north Carolina, in october 2013.

Brandon Peak (from left), Rory Weeks, David Rohwedder and Chris McDaniel of Butler 
Wooten & Peak

Reprinted with permission from the 2/1/18 edition of the DAILY REPORT © 2018 ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights reserved. Further duplication without permission is prohibited.  
Contact: 877-257-3382 reprints@alm.com or visit www.almreprints.com. # 451-02-18-03

file:///U:/Windows/Desktop/K4/author/profile/Katheryn Tucker/
https://www.law.com/dailyreportonline/almID/1202772545350/
https://www.law.com/dailyreportonline/almID/1202755478950/
https://www.law.com/dailyreportonline/almID/1202755478950/
https://www.law.com/law-firm-profile?id=242&name=DLA-Piper

